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Editors 

Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 

Sirs: 


I simply want to register a concern with you. 
It disturbs me and grieves me that here in 
the South conservative Christianity has become 
equated with provincialism, socia] traditions, 
and pro-segregation. 


There are a great number of us, both North 
and South, whose Calvinistic consciences de- 
mand of us that we keep ourselves free from 
such encumbrances if we are to be prophetic 
voices for the “faith once for all delivered .. .” 
in the concrete situations of this revolutionary 
age. 


I have always appreciated and do appreciate 
the voice of the Southern Presbyterian Journal 
and have no intention of wavering in my dedi- 
cation to the historic Reformed faith for which 
the Journal stands. But some of us have been 
trained in the Calvinistic school of Abraham 
Kuyper of Amsterdam and John Kuizenga of 
Princeton, who taught that Calvinists were the 
most radical of social and ethical revolution- 
aries. 





With every good wish and my prayers for 
God's blessing on your ministry, I remain 


Your Christian friend 


Robert Henderson 


This Journal has already taken a clear and 
unequivocal stand with reference to both forced 
segregation and forced integration and it is 
significant that 35,000 reprints of the editorial, 
“Christian Race Relations Must Be Natural— 
Not Forced,” have already been secured and 
are being used by the moderates on both sides 
of the issue. 


In free America we do not believe segrega- 
tion by law can possibly be justified. In like 
manner we do not believe that forced integra- 
tion can be defended as the Christian alternative. 

On the one hand, anti-Negro attitudes and 
propaganda, as illustrated by the Governor ol 
Georgia’s recent outburst, are to be deplored. 
In like manner the attempt to force integration 
as the alternative to selective and voluntary 
racial alignments has many thinking Christians 
deeply concerned. 


Many friends in the North lose sight of the 
fact that for many areas in the South it is 
primarily a RATIO, not a racial problem. Let 
them find themselves 15°, of the population 
and they would become more realistic in their 
approach. 


Willingness to accept peoples of any race 
into Christian fellowship is the Christian posi- 
tion, and there are areas where such acceptance 
is the logical solution. However, integration is 
not an end in itself, and where forced the per- 
sonal rights of all concerned are being violated. 

The majority in neither race wishes forced 
integration and this entire matter is one where 
Christian love, forbearance and judgment must 
be exercised to the fullest. 


Having made our position clear, and feeling 
there are other issues of the greatest importance, 
and about which too little is being said, it is 
not our purpose to open these columns to an 
We feel 


extended discussion by either side. 
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something like the Swede who, after having 
his proposal of marriage accepted, was silent 
for a long time. On being pressed for comment 
he replied: “Too much bane said already.” 
Editor. 

















What—No Emotion? 

We Presbyterians are consistently afraid of 
emotionalism in religion. This is based on a 
natural reserve and on observation of those who 
have made emotionalism their religion, rather 
than permitting it to be but an outward mani- 
festation. 


But, unexpressed emotion can be an evidence 
of no emotion at all, and that can be equally 
unhealthy. 


Imagine students of a great university. They 
sit in the stands as their team fights against 
their arch rival. The fourth quarter still finds 
a scoreless tie. In the final seconds of the game 
their quarter-back executes a brilliant forward 
pass and an end gathers in the ball and crosses 
the goal line as the final whistle blows. 


Can you imagine these students sitting quietly 
as this stunning victory unfolds before them? 


James tells us: “Cleanse your hands, ye sin- 
ners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded. 
Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your 
laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy 
to heaviness.” 


Can it be that we have lost our sense of the 
awfulness of sin? Can it be that we no longer 
believe in the lost state of the sinner? Can it 
be that we no longer realize that the greatest 
thing which can happen to an individual in 
this world is to accept Christ as Lord and Savior? 


Our Lord speaks of the joy in heaven at the 
repentance of a sinner: “J say unto you, that 
likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner 
that repenteth.” Should Christians rejoice the 
less? 


How well we are aware of the fact that for 
many the new-birth is a transition, the time of 
which they are never aware. Having been born 
in a Christian home and raised amid godly 
surroundings they are not aware of the moment 
when they passed from death to life. But, a 


day surely comes when they know in their hearts 
that they are children of God. Should there 
not be a great surge of joy and love when this 
realization comes? 


For others conversion is as sudden and dra- 
matic as that of Saul of Tarsus. We have some 
such in mind and we have talked with them 
after this tremendous experience. For many of 
them there was still the amazing wonder of 
what had taken place, the tremendous sense 
of relief and release. Why should they not re- 
joice, and why should not other Christians re- 
joice with them? 


Emotion? Yes, but it is the emotion which 
springs from the realization of a tremendous 
event in one’s heart. 


We need more such emotion today? L.N.B. 





How Many Issues Must 
Be Settled? 


Perhaps every issue before the church will 
be settled in one way or another, at sometime 
or other. We must not dodge them at all and 
when we have sufficient evidence, speak out 
boldly as the occasion demands. 


This does not mean, however, that we are 
to “blister” everyone who disagrees with us. 
There is often room for sincere differences of 
opinion and of interpretation. We are not to 
throw out our beliefs when there is an almost 
intolerable admixture of truth and error. Over 
and over again, we must take our stand with 
the Reformers on an authoritative revelation 
and not budge from that essential position. 


On the other hand, do we not appear to 
tie the hands of a Sovereign God? Does He 
have to wait until every theological problem 
is solved? Does He have to tarry in the send- 
ing of revival until all unbelief is corrected 
within the church? There may be those who 
feel that certain professors, or pastors, must 
be cited for heresy before the wells of salvation 
can be broken up. Maybe, they are right. 
Maybe, not. 


We listened to two distinguished speakers - 
the first was Dr. Richard Pitney Van Dusen, 
President of Union Seminary, New York. He 
declared in substance this, “The greatest and 
primary need for the church in America today 
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is for spiritual revival but - it is my studied 
opinion that this awakening can never come 
so long as the churches are divided as at present.” 
The other speaker was the well-known Dr. E. 
Stanley Jones, who declared that the greatest 
single obstacle in the way of the Kingdom of 
God on earth was British imperialism. (This 
was before Britain had granted India her free- 
dom. Dr. Jones was for many years a missionary 
to that country and was deeply concerned with 
this problem.) We wonder what there is now, 
that is standing in the way, in Dr. Jones’ 
opinion? 


In our study of revivals, the fact seems to 
stand out that the preaching of the pure gospel 
with prayer, plus the fearless denunciation of 
evil, brings revival in God’s own sovereign time 
and through His chosen agents. We need to 
pray that the “word of the Lord may have free 
course and be glorified,” now as in past days. 
Surely it will. 


Yale experienced a stirring revival in 1799 
when there was not a believer on the campus, 
save Timothy Dwight, the new President. Scores 
and hundreds were brought out into a trans- 
forming experience of Ged’s grace. Just a few 
weeks ago Oxtord University saw the conversion 
of 400 young men in one week’s time unde1 
the preaching of Billy Graham. 


So frequently, conditions become worse before 
they begin to improve. Dr. Lyman Beecher, 
describing conditions at Yale before Timothy 
Dwight came, says “Before he (Dwight) came, 
the college was in a most ungodly state. The 
college church was almost extinct. Most of the 
students were skeptical and rowdies were plenty. 
Wines and liquors were kept in many rooms; 
intemperance, profanity, gambling and _ licen- 
tiousness were commen. .Most of the class 
before me were infidels, and called each other 
Voltaire, Rousseau, D’Alembert, etc.” It was 
here under the preaching of one lone man that 
the awakening came. 


Similar conditions prevailed in William and 
Mary, and Hampden Sydney College at the same 
time. In connection with a revival, associated 
with the latter institution, and brought about 
by a single student - young Archibald Alexander 
was converted and later became the first Presi- 
dent of Princeton Seminary. 


We do not have to read church history, alone, 
to confirm our faith in God’s power admidst 
distressing circumstances. Look at Samuel as 


he prayed with the people at Mizpah. The Phil- 
istines, the enemies of God's people, were put 
to rout. See Elijah on Mt. Carmel as he op- 
posed and overcame the entrenched prophets 
of Baal. We can feel the fervor, even now, of 
his petitions as he cried “Hear me, O Lord, hear 
me.’"’ Witness Hezekiah as God brought de- 
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liverance from the forces of Sennacherib. What- 
ever the situation, God is more than sufficient! 
Let His people in deep humility and _ sincere 
confession of their sins call upon Him. God 
will surely move again as He has so gloriously 
dene in by-gone days. R.W.C 





Not Flesh and Blood 


“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against 
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against 
wicked spirits in high places.” Ephesians 6:12. 


The most foolish thing a soldier can do is to 
ignore or underestimate the enemy. A Christian 
can be equally foolish. 


No doctrine is more clearly taught in_ the 
Scriptures than that Satan is a personality and 
that he had been working for the destruction of 
the souls of men from the beginning, and that 
he will continue to do this until his final 
judgment. 


He appeared on the scene in the Garden and 
won a signal victory with a question: “Yea, 
hath God said?”; with a lie: “Ye shall not surely 
die’; and with a false religion: “Ye shall be 
as gods.” 

Down through the milleniums he continued 
his evil work and when in the fullness of time 
God sent His Son into the world to redeem 
the world he tried the same tactics with the 
Second Adam, the Lord Jesus Christ, only to 
have his cunning temptations thwarted thrice 
with thrusts of the Sword of the Spirit: “Jt 1s 
written.” 


One ol his greatest allies today is a_ false 
optimism, built on the innate goodness of man,” 
and a blissful ignoring of certain facts which 
should be obvious to all. John, in his first 
Epistle, makes this clear affirmation: “We know 
that we are children of God, and the whole 
world is under the power of the evil one.” 


Paul, with equal certainty and with impres- 
sive repetition, warns Christians of the neve 
ceasing activity of Satan, telling us no less than 
twenty-three different times of the Devil's pres 
ent work. 


Peter warns us with these unequivocal words: 
“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary 
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seek 
ing whom he may devour: whom resist stead 
fast in the faith.” 


James admonishes us to: 
and he will flee from you.’ The writer of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews and Jude both give 
us warnings about Satan. The Revelation speaks 
often of this enemy of souls and tells of his 
final defeat and imprisonment. 


“Resist the devil. 
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Our Lord referred to him again and again; 
always as a personality, the incarnation of all 
evil and malignacty, as the “Prince of the 
World,” to whom, for the time being, great 
power belongs. 

With the clear teachings of the Scriptures 
with reference to Satan it is incumbent on every 
Christian to recognize a number of things about 
him: His existence; his aims, his power and the 
means God has placed at our disposal for his 
certain defeat. 

When Paul told the Ephesian Christians to 
put on the whole armor of God he described 
that armor and he described the Enemy against 
which we fight. He says that armor is necessary 
so that we “may be able to stand against the 
wiles of the devil.’ Then he makes the reveal- 
ing statement that we are not fighting against 
“flesh and blood,” but against a spiritual enemy 
lighting in the ground of the heavenlies. 

Prayerful study of the various parts of God's 
armor is rewarding, including that movable 
shield of FAITH, and it is interesting to note 
that there is but one implement of offensive 
warlare, “the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God.” 

It was this which brought about his defeat 
by Christ in the wilderness. He has never been 
able to stand against it, and he never will. 

Little wonder that from the very beginning 
he has sought to discredit the Word of God, 
and how well he has succeeded today. 

As we come to the New Year many uncer- 
tainties lie ahead. But, two things are certain: 

Satan will be increasingly active and we may 
see fulfilled the words: “Therefore rejoice ye 
heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to 
the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for 
the devil is come down unto you, having great 
wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a 
short time.” 


With all of his power and his malign purposes 
there is One Who is greater and more powertul 
than he. The Christ of Calvary has overcome 
the Evil One and all who put their trust in 
Him are sale. 


The battle is the Lord’s, the victory is sure. 


But woe to that Christian who ignores or under- 


estimates the enemy of his soul! 


“We will rejoice in thy salvation, and in the 
name of our God we will set up our banners: 


L.N.B. 


The Lord fulfill all thy petitions.” 
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AN AGITATION 
Retirement and a Pension for Mr. Urge 


Driving along the highway, | saw in front of me 
an old man wearily trudging the rugged path that 
bordered the road. I drew up beside him and 
asked if he would like to ride. He was a pathetic 
figure, considerably bent, the frayed edges of 
his overcoat flapped about his knees, his face 
was furrowed by many passing years and streak- 
ing locks of white hair hung around his ears 
and joined a “scraggly white beard” beneath his 
chin. His eyes were weak and made watery 
by the chilling wind he had been facing. All 
too willing he accepted my invitation to climb 
into the seat beside me, and as I reached across 
his knees and closed the door, and started the 
car, | told him my name was Smith and “What 
was his?” “Urge,” he replied. “Did you say 
Urge,” I asked. “Yes,” he said, as he shivered 
a little, “Urge.” “That's a rather unusual name,” 
I said, “and you have a given name, I suppose; 
what’s that’? (1 was wondering what might 
go with “Urge” appropriately). “Well,” he said, 
“my mother named me Insert, but they called 
me “Cert” for short, because I was always there. 
“Thats interesting,” I said, “and where are 
you bound tor this morning?” “Well,” he said 
(he started each remark with “Well’) “I’m on 
my way to the Committee. It meets in the 
church about two miles down the road.” “Must 
be a right important meeting,” I said, “to bring 
an old man like you out walking the highway 
on a chilly, windy morning like this.” “Well, 
not so important,” he replied, “but they always 
have to have me there for the Resolutions; 
that’s what they say, anyway. Back in 1890 I 
was gettin’ awlul tired and told ‘em I wasn’t 
doin’ any good; the people, if they read the 
Resolutions, had got so used to me they didn’t 
pay no attention to me. But they keep on 
sayin’ I must come to the Committee, they 
can't do ‘thout me.” 


“Can't you suggest to them some other to take 
your place?” | asked. “Well, I did tell "em I had 
two younger brothers, one named Poke and 
the other named Goad; but they said Poke and 
Goad wouldn't do. Then I told ‘em of my 
neighbors, the Synonyms— (that’s a funny name, 
too, ain't it?) there was Push and Shove in 
that family, but they shook their heads and 
said, ‘No, you are the only one’, so I've just 
kept gom' ” 


“Couldn't you suggest something else that 
would relieve you in your old age and feeble 
condition? Why, they ought to retire you with 
a pension. Do they pay you anything for your 
services?” “Well, no, they don’t pay anything; 
they say all I have to do is just be there; they 
say they just have to have old Uncle Insert for 
the Resolutions; but I do get a good dinner; 
the Committee always has a good dinner and 
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that’s what keeps me goin’. I did suggest to 
‘em back there just after the first World War 
that if they would put some real kick in their 
Resolutions, something that would really stir 
the people up, they might get some results. 
‘Hit ‘em where they live,’ I ses, ‘show em where 
they're dyin’ of laziness and indifference; make 
‘em mad if you have to, but for Heaven's sake 
leave ME out for awhile anyhow.” 


By this time I could see the little white 
church ahead, in a pretty grove. I said, “I 
guess that’s your meeting place. Is that the Com- 
mittee, the group standing outside?” ‘Well, 
no,” he replied, “that’s just some of ‘em come 
out to smoke. The main Committee is inside 
debatin’ - they haven’t come to the Resolutions 
yet; when they do, they'll call them fellers in 
to vote.” 


I stopped the car and reached over to the door 
handle and let the old man out. “Thank you, 
Mister,” he said, as he started toward the church, 
“I hope ye'll be comin’ along this way next 
Committee.” W.CSS. 





The Assurance of Salvation 
In a world of so much uncertainty, it is a 
great thing to know something that is certain. 
Here radiant Christian confidence, anchored in 
the things which cannot be shaken, shines forth 
like the pathway of the just - brighter and 
brighter unto the perfect day. 


Some people seem to hold no absolutes - their 
tragic impoverishment. Some are forever tread- 
ing on shaky ground - their lamentable misfor- 
tune. But some, rooted and grounded in “re- 
vealed truth,” go straight forward in calm and 
calculated assurance - their boon beyond com- 
pare. 


To the question: Can one know that one is 
saved eternally? - there comes double reply. 
First, to have eternal life may not necessarily 
mean to have also the certainty of it. Second, 
a clear and wholesome faith can be unassailable 
in its confidence of salvation. Let any who has 
the doubts of Thomas, know that he can have 
also the taith of Thomas. 


Many timorous mortals, whether on account 
of false reverence toward God, or by reason of 
ill health, assume the position that one can 
never know that all is well with the soul. The 
immediate reaction on the part of triumphant 
faith is that the Bible is too specific, too dog- 
matic, too clear, for anyone who accepts it as 
the Word of God to have any reticence regard- 
ing assurance on the score that such attitude 
is presumption. And also, healthy faith advises 
that the doubtful should go through a medical 
clinic to relieve possible physical disturbance. 
It should be added that sin prevents certainty - 
a third explanation of dubiety. 
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Insistence should be placed on the fact that 
assurance of salvation is not of the essence of 
salvation. That is, none must necessarily be 
sure of his salvation in order to be saved. The 
good ship of Zion comes safe to port despite 
desperate fears of disaster on the part of some 
passengers. What a person thinks about the 
vessel's safe harboring, has nothing to do with 
the fact of it! One who is really a member of 
a family, has no doubt of the fact of his place 
therein, unworthy though he may feel himself 
to be, whether in conduct or in character, o1 
both. 


Now the Bible nowhere intimates that if a 
believer thinks he is saved, he is therefore saved. 
Salvation is rather a matter of will, so far as 
the human angle is concerned, than a matter of 
mind. Let us take note of the Scripture: 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou 
shalt be saved.” Again, “He that believeth on 
the Son hath everlasting life.’ The old-fashioned, 
but not so good, notion that “you must have 
the feeling” before you possess salvation, is 
not according to Scripture, though feeling 
should not be discounted. Would that there 
were more of it! 


But lest one should lightly assert his belief 
and so claim salvation, with no real thought 
on what is involved, the Bible sets forth certain 
marks by which he who does sincerely believe 
and try to conform to the requirements of God, 
can find constant and repeated confirmation of 
his confidence. For, the assurance of salvation 
is simply the logical consequence of taking God 
at His word. And that Word tells us that we 
can know, with no maybe attached. We note 
some of these certifications, limiting the refer- 
ences to the writings of the Apostle John. 


The first Epistle (5:13) gives practical echo 
of the Gospel (ch.20:31) : that ye may 
know that ye have eternal life..." To begin 
with there is the doctrine mark: “He that abid- 
eth in the doctrine of Christ ... hath... the 


Son” (11.9). Then there is the deed mark: “He 
that doeth the will of God abideth forever’ 
(1.2:17) “He that doeth righteousness is born 
of Him.” (1.2:29). There is the purity mark: 
“Whosoever is born of God doth not commit 
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sn.” (13:9: “Does not wilfully continue in 
sin’). There is the love mark: “We know that 
we have passed from death unto life because 
we love the brethren”. (1.3:14) There is the 
light mark: “If we walk in the light... the 
blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sin” 
(1.1:7). There is the victory mark: “For what- 
soever is born of God overcometh the world. 
He that overcometh the world . . . believeth 
that Jesus is the Son of God.” (1.5:4,5) 


Now, none ol these, practiced, but taken 
alone, guarantees salvation. Nor would it be 
corréct to assume that all of them together are 
guarantees, apart from the initial and funda 
mental act of trust in the Lord Jesus Christ 
alone as Saviour from sin. We are to remember, 
on the other hand, that the graciousness of oun 
God makes abundant provision for those who, 
while earnestly striving to qualify in the Chris- 
tian requirements, yet are conscious of falling 
far short of the ideal. It is for such loyal, though 
faltering hearts, that we read: “If there be first 
a willing mind, it is accepted according to that 
a man hath, and not according to that he hath 
not.” (II Cor.8:12) 


But are there those who hold that this assur- 
ance of salvation, once gained, will mean the 
negation of proper Christian conduct, that in- 
dividuals who find complete certainty, will take 
liberties with the fact and indulge in practice 
contradictory of the Christian code? History 
and experience deny such assumption. That 
“once saved, always saved”, will bring on 
libertinism is contrary to fact. On occasion, 
in great debate, when the Calvinist was heard 
to assert the doctrine of assurance, the non- 
Calvinist retorted: “In such case, I would take 
my fill of sin’; but he was cut down to the 
ground when the opponent rejoined: “How 
much sin, pray, does it take to fill a Christian!” 
Let us be sure that the preservation of the saints 
(the fifth point of Calvinism) contemplates the 
inevitably obligatory and complementary oppo- 
site: the perseverance of the saints! Christian 
life-story will show that none is more loyally 
consistent in faithful Christian conduct than 
the one who is most confident of his salvation. 
Those who “love God - the called according 
to His purpose’, will inevitably demonstrate 
that “love is the fulfilling of law.” 


And finally, what peace and joy in believing, 
does all of this mean! On the basis of an ac- 
complished salvation, we can go on with the 
work ahead, to seize the day, to buy up the op- 
portunity, to enjoy to the full all the whole- 


some goods which the world - God’s world, af- 


fords, foramuch as we know experience, even 
now, in this present sojourn, that fullness of 
joy which is in His presence, and those pleas- 
ures forevermore which are at His right hand! 
—R.F.G. 
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Thoughts From Psalm 119 


Eighteenth Divisicn : Tzad-di 
144 : Key-verse: “Thy word is very pure,” verse 
140. (Read Psalm 19 : 7-14) 


verses 137- 


False Religions are full of Impurity; the idea 
of HOLINESS is absent; even in their worship 
there are unclean and revolting practices. 


The One True Religion - the Christian Re- 
ligion - stresses this thought of HOLINESS; 
in the heart and worship and life. When the 
Bible speaks of SIN it reveals Sin in all its 
ugliness; teaches us to hate and forsake; tells 
us how we may overcome and be made free 
from Sin; it speaks of the Beauty of Holiness. 


I. Our God is a Holy God : this, we may 
say, is the outstanding characteristic among all 
His wonderful attributes. The oft-repeated re- 
frain, “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts,” 
reminds us of this fact. Even the angels veil 
their faces in His presence as they repeat this 
refrain. 


Il. Our Worship must be Pure : Who shall 
ascend into the hill of the Lord, and who shall 
stand in His holy place? He that hath clean 
hands and a pure heart. In Leviticus, the Book 
of Worship, we find this thought emphasized 
in everything connected with the worship of 
God; the priests, dressed in clean linen; the 
offerings. We are called to worship a HOLY 
GOD, and we are to worship in “The Beauty 
of Holiness.” 


Iii. His Law is a HOLY LAW; Holy, Just, 
and Good. 


The commandment of the Lord is pure, en- 
lightening the eyes. His Law commands a Holy 
Life; Be ye holy, for I am Holy. 








IV. Our Hearts are to be Pure : clean hands, 
and pure hearts; Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for they shall see God. Jesus upbraided the 
Pharisees because they made the outside clean, 
but left the heart full of sin. God looks upon 
the heart, not the outward appearance. 


V. Our Lives are to be Pure : come out, and 
be separate, and touch not the unclean thing; 
unspotted from the world; in the world, but 
not of the world. 


VI. Our Eternal Home is a Pure Home; 
There shall in no wise enter in anything that 
defileth. 
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The “National Review’’* 


We have before us ;. copy of this new weekly 
journal of opinion and have been asked to 
comment on it. 


The Editor-in-Chief and Publisher is William 
F. Buckley, Jr., author of the book, “God and 
Man at Yale,” which aroused such a controversy 
a few years ago. 


The National Review makes no pretense ol 
being a religious journal and its staff includes 
men who are active Catholics, Jews and 
Protestants. 


But, this new magazine has chosen a field 
which has for too long been ignored: those 
moral principles which flow from the Judeo- 
Christian concept and which have too often 
been ignored in government, business, labor, 
education and other phases of national life. 


This is, we believe, but another evidence 
of a rising tide of revolt against the pseudo- 
liberalism of the last twenty-five years which 
has foisted upon America philosophies of na- 
tional and personal conduct which are calcu- 
lated to destroy the foundations on which true 
liberalism and freedom exist. It is these same 
“liberals” who join in defending deviates of 
every kind, “because they dare to explore new 
fields of thought and action,” and this despite 
the fact that their explorations wreak havoc 
with spiritual and moral principles. 


Insofar as the National Review promotes 
moral integrity, both personal and national, we 
wish it well. It makes a good start in unmasking 
defenders of homosexuality and the purveyors 
of Kinsean sex ideals. L.N.B. 


*Published by National Weekly, Inc., 211 East 
37th St. New York 16, N. Y. Subscription 
rate, $7.00 a year. 








Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 


Sunday, January 1, Romans 8:26-27. The 
Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the Trinity, 
dwells within us if we are in Christ (v.9). What 
change takes place in the life of a person when 
the Spirit takes up His dwelling in him (vv.5- 
7)? Do you as a Christian live to gratify the 


desires of the flesh (v.5), or do you set your 


mind on spiritual things (v.6)? What are the 
results of these two alternatives (v.6)? Of what 
does the Spirit’s presence within assure us 
(vv.15-17) ? If words cannot express our prayers 
to God, what assurance does v.26 give of help. 
Will the sioly Spirit pray anything that is 
wrong (v.27)? This is an example of the won- 
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derful truth of v.28. Do you praise God for 
the ministry of His Holy Spirit within you? 


Monday, January 2, Genesis 50:15-21. Recount 
the story of Joseph in his relationship to his 
brothers (c.37). Did Joseph's brothers have rea- 
son to fear him (50:15)? What characteristics 
do you see in his brothers in the steps they 
took in vv.16-18? What should they have done? 
Do you have the moral strength to confess a 
wrong you have done, or do you seek any means 
to cover it up? What qualities in Joseph do 
you see in his reply to his brothers (vv.17b-21) ? 
What do you see of the providence of God in 
Joseph's seeming misfortune (v.20)? Notice also 
Acts 7:9-15. How might Joseph's relation to 
God (vv.19-20) have accounted for his remark- 
able attitude toward his brothers? Has your 
relationship to the Lord affected your relation- 
ships with others? 


’ Romans 8:28-30. Verse 
28 holds the key thought for the rest of the 
chapter. Today we concentrate on the phrase 
‘called according to his purpose.” What two 
purposes are mentioned in v.29 for God's call- 
ing us into His family? In Genesis 3 God's 
image in man was virtually lost, but Jesus bears 
the very image of God (Hebrews 1:3). God has 
called us back to the likeness of His Son. ‘To 
what extent has the image of God in Christ 
been implanted in you? Think of the series 
of verbs in vv.29-30 - foreknew, foreordained, 
called, justified, glorified - as depicting the long 
process God went through and the great pains 
He took to call you into His family. Knowing 
beforehand that you were His, God foreordained 
(appointed beforehand) , called, justified (made 
righteous) you in Christ to be remade into His 
image (glorification) . 


Tuesday, January 


Wednesday, January Romans 8:31-34. In 
the light of the truths of vv.29-30, what con- 
clusion does Paul reach in v.31b? What further 
evidence is presented in vv.32-34 that God is 
on our side? What evidence does v.32 present 
that “God will freely give us all things?’” What 
do vv.33-34 say will counteract any attack Satan 
might level at the Christian? Summarize the 
teaching of vv.32-34 as to the part Christ plays 
in keeping the Christian secure. How do these 
verses illustrate the truth of v.28? When the 
forces of evil seem to run rampant, temptation 
overwhelms you, you are left alone, or face 
some deep trial of life, do these evidences of 
God’s love and concern sustain you? 


Thursday, January 5, Romans 8:35-37. Paul's 
conclusion of vv.35- 37 | is based on vv.29-34. List 
the ways in which opposition may come to the 
Christian according to v.35. What did Paul and 
these early Christians face in the way of perse- 
cution (v.36)? Review the reasons Paul gives 
in vv.29-34 for the Christian’s security in God? 
Are the reasons adequate for the opposition of 
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vv.35-36? What is Paul’s conclusion (v.37) ? Who 
is the One that has made these truths possible 
for us (vv.35a,37)? Is your love for Christ deep- 
ened by the awareness of the security He has 
given you (vv.35a,37)? Does your trust in Him 
enable you to face triumphantly all the circum- 
stances of your life? 


Friday, January 6, Romans 8:38-39. Verses 
38-39 are the climax of this sublime passage. 
Notice that vv.35-36 list the physical adversities 
over which the Christian is triumphant. What 
do vv.38-39 list? Think about each of the pos- 
sible adversities of vv.38-39 that might be able 
to separate you from Christ. Now review again 
the reasons for the Christian’s security in God's 
care (vv.29-34) and see if you think Paul is 
justified in his conclusion, even in vv.38-39. How 
real is your confidence in the care and protec- 
tion of God as you contemplate facing 
death? as you meet the difficulties of the Chris- 
tian life? as you fear the possibility of falling 
out of the family of God? as you are separated 
by death from those dearest to you? Commit 
vv.38-39 to memory and make them live in your 
daily life. 


Saturday, January.7, Romans 8:26-39. The 
common objection of many to the doctrine of 
eternal security is that some people make their 
security in God an excuse for continuing in sin. 
If a person has been truly born of the Holy 
poets will he persist in sin (vv.5-9)? Why not 

I John 3:9)? Does this mean that the Chris- 
ti in is free of sin (Romans 7:21-23) ? What con- 
dition must be met by an individual before all 
things work together for good for him (v.28) ? 
To what kind of Christians were vv.26-39 writ- 
ten (v.36)? Do you have a love tor Christ that 
makes you willing to endure suffering, hardship 
and even martyrdom for Him? For those who 
love Christ, the promises of vv.29-39 hold true. 


LIQUOR 


The recent statements of the Brewing Indus- 
try Survey, made by the Research Company of 
America, 570 Fifth Avenue, New York 36, New 
York, claims that the brewing industry is in a 
sound position, due to the successful promo- 
tional material stating “beer is the beverage of 
moderation”; and that these are post-war days. 
These conditions have created a greater accept- 
ance of beer among younger age groups, as well 
as family groups, and promise a high demand 
for a fairly long period of time. 





The strategy of the liquor traffic is to enter 
every home, appeal to mothers and advertise 
its products to the family, with little or no re- 
gard for the disintegrating effect upon home 
life. The motivation of profit has blinded the 
sight of the liquor people to their social and 
economic responsibilities. —Exchange. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR JANUARY 8 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Jesus Teaches Confidence In God 


Background Scripture: Luke 12:4-53 
Devotional Reading: I Peter 5:6-11 


Peter tells us in our Devotional Reading to cast all our care (anxiety) upon God, “For He 
careth for you.” Along with this reliance upon God there must be humility, sober thinking, and 
vigilance, on our part. We have an adversary, who, like a roaring lion, walks about seeking whom 
he may devour. We are to resist the devil, “steadfast in the faith.” 


We know that they who are with us are more 
than those who are our enemies. At the same 
time we must be on our guard. These two 
things - faith, or confidence in God, and vigi- 
lance on our part - will enable us to gain the 
victory. We are to expect suffering, however. 
“The God of all grace, who hath called us 
unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after 
that ye have suffered a while, make you per- 
fect, stabilize, strengthen, settle you.” It is 
through “much tribulation” that we enter the 
kingdom of God. Peter tells us in I Peter 4:12, 
not to think it strange concerning the fiery trial 
which is to try you, as though some strange 
thing happened unto you. God does not keep 
us from “trials,” even “fiery trials,” but He 
does give us strength and patience and grace 
to be victorious, yea, even to “rejoice,” for we 
realize that we are “partakers of Christ’s suf- 
ferings.” The lesson for us in our Devotional 
Reading is very clear, and very timely. Let us 
have confidence in God even when we are faced 
with “fiery trials,” and when our adversary is 
doing all he can to defeat and destroy us. In 
our land we know little of such trials; these 
times which test our faith; but in China, in 
Russia, in Korea; in prison camps, and in many 
other places Christians are still confronted with 
experiences similar to those of the early Chris- 
tians. 


I. Confidence mixed with “Fear” : Luke 12:4-12. 

The fear of man bringeth a snare; the fear 
of God is the beginning of wisdom. The word 
“fear” is used in two senses. It usually means 
to be terrified, or frightened by, something, 
or someone. It often means to “reverence” and 
obey; to “revere.” (see Acts 13:16,26) Do not 
be terrified by what man can do : he can only 
kill the body. Be terrified by what God, as 
Judge, has the authority to do, to consign both 
body and soul to hell. Knowing, therefore, 
the terror of the Lord, we persuade men. In 
Matthew 25, Jesus as Judge, says, Depart from 
me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared 
for the devil and his angels. There is a time 
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and place for such kind of fear. I am afraid 
that much of our preaching today is lacking 
in this essential note. Wicked men seem to 
think that there is nothing that need call fon 
fear of punishment. If they can “get by’ with 
their crimes and escape the officer of the law, 
they are content. They do not think of the 
Judgment of a Just God, Who will bring all 
their sins before them. 


Now, to come to the other idea in “Fear.” 
Fear God, our Father; Christ, our Savior; the 
Holy Spirit. If we are God’s children, then He 
will surely take care of us. He cares for the 
birds of the air. If a sparrow is not forgotten, 
then He will remember us, for even the hairs 
of our head are numbered. We are to “fear 
Christ,” and not be ashamed of Him, but con- 
fess Him before men. We are to “fear” the 
Holy Spirit, and not grieve Him. He is our 
Guide and Teacher. 


II. Confidence, and not Covetousness : 13-21. 


One of the company said to Him, Master 
speak to my brother, that he divide the in- 
heritance with me. The man making this re- 
quest was evidently moved by the spirit of 
covetousness, for Jesus, in refusing to be a 
“judge,” or a “divider,” warned of covetousness 
in a very solemn way: “Take heed, and beware of 
covetousness, for a man’s life consisteth not in the 
abundance of the things which he possesseth.” 
Abundance of “things” does not make life; if 
it had, then some of our greatest men would 
have missed life altogether : Moses, and Elijah, 
and John the Baptist, to say nothing of mis- 
sionaries and martyrs and the saints of all ages, 
who gave up all “things” that they might find 
real life. The Lord Jesus Himself possessed but 
few of the “things” which some hold dear. 


Jesus now relates the Parable of the “Foolish 
Farmer.” ‘This man made several very grave 
and fatal mistakes : (1) He thought that what 
he had belonged to him, for he says, “my fruits”, 
“my barns”, “my goods”, “my soul”. He ought 
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to have realized that all he had was only his 
in trust; that he was a steward. His abundant 
harvest was a gift of God, Who expected him 
to be a good steward of all that He had entrusted 
to him. (2) He made the further mistake of 
thinking a “soul” can live on the “much goods” 
of this earth. The grain that grows in the 
soil cannot feed the soul; man does not live 
by bread alone. (3) Then, too, he counted 
on “many years” in which to live, when, in 
reality, he had only one day: Thou fool, this 
night shall thy soul be required of thee. (4) 
He missed the main thing in life - to be rich 
toward God - and was satisfied with earthly 
possessions. I wonder if there are not many such 
people today, not only among farmers, but 
among all classes. 


Ill. Confidence: N 


“Be not anxious.” Worry is one of the most 
common sins, and a very great sin, although 
many do not consider it to be such a sin. This 
subject naturally follows the other, for covet- 
ousness is often the cause of worry. Ahab covet- 
ed the vineyard of Naboth, and when he refused 
to sell it, the king worried himself sick. Jesus 
uses two simple illustrations to show the folly 
of anxiety; the ravens and the lilies; birds and 
flowers. Birds lead a care-free life; flowers blos- 
som in all their beauty, but do not worry 
about their appearance. The cure for all worry 


is FAITH. (see John 14:1-2) 


‘ot Anxiety and Worry: 22-34. 


These words of Jesus do not teach, or imply, 
that we are not to work and provide food and 
clothing for ourselves and those who are de- 


pendent upon us. He that does not provide 
for those of his own household is worse than 
an unbeliever, and “If a man will not work, 
let him not eat.” Neither do these words for- 
bid us from exercising wisdom and prudence 
in “laying up something for a rainy day”; Go 
to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways; 
the ant provides for the winter. These do 
teach us, however, to cast our care upon Him, 
for He cares for us, and having done what we 
can, let us trust Him and not be anxious and 
worried. 

Then Jesus lays down a Great Principle. It 
we seek first the Kingdom of God and his right- 
eousness, then, “all these things shall be added 
unto you”. Our Heavenly Father knows that 
we need a certain amount of “things”; food 
and clothes. In the Lord’s Prayer we pray that 
He will give us day by day our daily bread. 
This “daily bread” includes ‘those things neces- 
sary for us while we are in the flesh. 


“Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” “All 
things are yours,” says Paul. As God’s children 
we have an inheritance that is rich and reserved 
for us. We may have but little here, but the 
time is coming when, “The meek shall inherit 
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Excellent Helps on the 
Lessons for First Quarter 
1956 
ST. LUKE'S LIFE OF JESUS _ $2.75 


Retold in Modern Language 
By G. Aiken Taylor 


THE GOSPEL ACCORDING 
TO LUKE $3.50 
By G. Campbell Morgan 


RYLE’S EXPOSITORY THOUGHTS 
ON THE GOSPELS (Vol. Luke) $4.95 


THE GOSPEL OF LUKE $1.50 
By Charles R. Erdman 
Order From 


THE SOUTHERN 


PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
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the earth, and delight themselves in the abund- 
ance of peace.” Our richest treasures are in 
heaven and can never be taken from us. “Set 
our hearts on heaven”; lay up treasure there, 
where moth doth not corrupt, and thieves do 
not break through nor steal. 


IV. Confidence and Stewardship : 35-48. 


We are servants, stewards, and it behooves 
us to be faithful. We will have to give an ac- 
count of our stewardship; a day of reckoning 
will come. Our Lord is away at present, but 
He will return some day; Blessed is that ser- 
vant, when his Lord returns and finds faithful. 
If we become careless; if we say, my Lord de- 
layeth His coming, and begin to neglect our 
work, and mistreat those under us, “be drunk- 
en”, then we will be condemned. 


Our faith in God; our confidence in Him as 
our Master, will make us faithful and keep 
us on the alert, so that we will be ready to 
meet Him. All men are accountable to God, 
but there is a double obligation resting upon 
“household servants”; we who are His children 
by faith. These illustrations are connected with 
what has gone before. If we understand these 
simple facts, our relation to Him, then we 
will be kept from covetousness, and relieved 
from needless anxiety and worry, secure and 
calm in the knowledge that we will be rewarded 
in due time. 


V. Confidence and Conflicts; « 
19-53. 


w, Faith Tested: 


One of the most discouraging and dishearten- 
ing facts that we have to face is that many of 
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our friends and even loved members of our 
own families, will not believe, or have the same 
faith that we have. I read of a case like this 
just the other day in a letter written to Billy 
Graham. “I am come to send fire,” not peace, 
said Jesus, but divisions and conflicts : a man’s 
foes shall be they of his own household. Our 
allegiance to Christ, and our loyalty and devo- 
tion to Him, may cause us to lose some ol our 
friends. We must put Him first; we must not 














love even father or mother more than we love 
Him. Many a convert in heathen lands knows 
what this means, and these early Christians 
knew. Here is a severe test for our faith, some- 
what like the test that Abraham met when he 
was called upon to offer his son Isaac upon 
an altar. Not many of us have been called 
upon to meet this particular test. Would we 
be able to stand it? 





YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 8 


What Do 
And How Do 








Hymn: “Strong Son of God, Immortal Love” 

Prayer 

Scripture: John 17:1-3, Romans 10:8-17 

Hymn: “Lamp Of Our Feet, Whereby We 
Trace” 

Offering 

Hymn: “O Word Of God Incarnate” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

Last week we introduced our theme hymn 
and our theme picture. This week we are giving 
the main emphasis to the theme itself. 
“Strengthen Your Faith Through Knowledge.” 
That word “knowledge” may scare some people 
away because knowledge nearly always carries 
with it a suggestion of work, and some of us 
are always anxious to avoid work. There are 
those who say that church is all right as long 
as it sticks to inspiration, but when we have 
to start learning and thinking, then that is 
going too far. There are others who believe 
that anything worth having is worth working 
for. Evidently the members of the Assembly's 
Youth Council belong to this latter group. In 
choosing this theme they have indicated their 
conviction that faith is worth strengthening 
even il it takes some learning and work on our 
part, as it is sure to do. 


The matters of knowledge and faith are close- 
ly related. Our speakers will seek to show how 
they are related, how each helps the other, and 
how we can enrich our lives through increased 
faith and knowledge. 


First SPEAKER: 

What do you know, and how do you know 
it? If we had to list everything we knew, it 
would probably be surprising to all of us to 
see how large a store of knowledge we have. 
The other part of the question has to do with 
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REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





You Know, 


You Know It ? 





the means of our getting that knowledge. Some 
of it has come by experience, but not nearly 
as much as we are likely to think. A great 
amount of our knowledge comes by faith 
faith in those who report to us. We gain much 
of our knowledge from conversation, from read- 
ing, and from the radio, television, movies, 
etc. This is knowledge gained by faith. If you 
do not have faith in the: truthfulness of an 
author, you will never take any knowledge from 
his book. 


There is another kind of knowledge that 
comes only by faith, and that is the knowledge 
of the meaning of things and the meaning ol 
life. You cannot prove everlasting life with 
a slide rule or in a test tube, but you can have 
certain knowledge of it through faith. The 
scientist cannot and does not even attempt to 
tell us what is the meaning and purpose ol 
our life, but God tells us through His revela- 
tion. These are very fundamental matters of 
knowledge, but we cannot receive them unless 
we have faith in God and in the word He gives 
us. Strong faith is very important to us, because 
the more faith we have, the more knowledge 
we shall have of the meaning of life, and the 
more of this knowledge we have, the more sat- 
istactory our lives will be. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 


What is faith? Better still, what is faith in 
God? It is not so much believing in some ideas 
about God, which is what we so often think, 
as it is contidence in a person. Paul did not 
sav, “I know what I have believed,” he said, 
“I know WHOM I have believed.” Jesus did 
not outline certain propositions, and say, “These 
are the wavy, the truth, and the life’; he said, 
“Tl am the wav, the truth, and the life.” He 
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did not say, “He that believeth a certain set 
ol ideas hath everlasting life’; but he said, “He 
that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life.” 
jleas cannot save us from our sins, but the 
Son of God can. Faith in Christ is a very lively 
thing. It is not believing in mere cold, dead 
facts, it is trusting ourselves to a person who 
has proved Himself in every way to be worthy 
of our trust. This is the thing that makes 
Christianity wholly different from other re- 
ligions. We believe not in a dead creed, but 
in a living Saviour. Lest you get the idea that 
facts about God, such as we have in our creeds, 
are unimportant, we shall let the next speaker 
tell us how our faith . . . our confidence in our 
personal Saviour may be increased. 


THIRD SPEAKER: 


Again let us remind ourselves that the goal 
for this year is to make our faith strong through 
knowledge. The last speaker said that faith 
is confidence in Christ, but you will never have 
much confidence in Christ or any other person 
until you know something about Him. Since 
Christ is altogether deserving of our confidence, 
the more we know about Him, the stronger our 
faith in Him will be. The place to get reliable 
information about Christ is in the Bible. ‘That 
is why Paul wrote to the Romans, “Faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” 
As our knowledge of the Bible increases, we 
can expect our faith to increase. 


How shall we go about getting this increased 
knowledge of God from the Bible? The most 
obvious way is to study it for ourselves. The 
Bible is not an easy book to understand. Many 
people have become quickly discouraged in 
their private study because they have not sought 
help. The best help comes from God Himsell. 
We ought never to try to understand the word 
of God without asking for the Spirit of God 
to be our teacher and interpreter. There are 
many books which will be of help to the im- 
mature Bible student. Every minister will be 
glad to recommend helps to those who want 
them. Private study is not the only way ol 
increasing our knowledge of God. The church 
has what it calls its teaching ministry. One 
function of the minister’s sermon is to teach. 
The main function of the Sunday school is 
to teach the Bible. One of the primary aims 
of the youth meetings is to provide instruction 
in the things of God. Our church is seeking 
in a number of ways to strengthen our faith 
through increased knowledge. If we will but 
take the church seriously, we can receive through 
it much of the knowledge we are seeking. 


It seems that we have a very wonderful theme 
for this year. Faith grows with knowledge, and 
knowledge grows with faith. Let us each one 
dedicate ourselves to seeing this theme realized 
in our lives. 
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Church News 


THE GENERAL FUND AND 
INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 
Statement of Receipts 
Jan. 15 - Nov. 30, 1955 





The General Fund Agencies 


Budget for 1955 $777,378.00 
Received from Jan. 15 through 
November 30, 1955 
Percentage of annual budget 
received to date 47.38 
Balance needed for the year 109,009.12 


368,568.88 


Interchurch Agencies 


Budget for 1955 
Received from Jan. 15 through 
November 30, 1955 
Percentage of annual budget 
received to date 
Balance needed for the year 
E. C. Scott, Treasurer. 


$19,700.00 


10,975.35 


The Austin Presbyterian Theological Sem- 
inary — Ihe Twelfth Annual Mid-Winter 
Lecture Series to be held this year January 31 
through February 4, will sponsor three out- 
standing theologians. Internationally known 
Biblical Scholar Dr. James Muilenburg will 
deliver five lectures on “The Major Perspectives 
of Biblical Faith” on the Currie Lectureship. 
Dr. Douglas V. Steere, outstanding Quaker 
educator and author of Haverford College, Pa., 
who appears as the E. C. Westervelt Lecturer, 
will speak on the personal life and challenges 
ol the minister. Austin Seminary graduate Dr. 
Edward B. Paisley, secretary for Graduate Chris- 
tian Education in the U.S.A. Presbyterian 
Church, returns to the Seminary to deliver the 
Robert F. Jones Lectures in the field of Chris- 
tian Education with the general topic “The 
Preparation of a ‘Teaching Ministry for the 
Church.” 








Invitations for 1957 General Assembly 


The Committee on the Office of the General 
Assembly at its meeting on March 15, 1956, 
will receive and act upon invitations for the 
1957 Meeting of the General Assembly. 

The Assembly at its 95th Meeting in Rich- 
mond voted to go on a self-sustaining basis in 
the matter of entertainment and placed the 


matter of the time and place in the hands of 
the Committee. 


While the meeting of the Assembly will be 
self-sustaining there will be certain obligations 
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and responsibilities resting upon the hosts to 
the meeting which will require some degree 
of expense. The expense involved will be large- 
ly for pre-assembly arrangements. 


Those issuing an invitation must be able to 
assure the Committee of adequate hotel space 
and feeding arrangements, together with local 
clearance for a date in the last week in April 
or the first week in May. Invitations should 
be forwarded to the Stated Clerk, the Rev. E. C. 
Scott, D.D., Ponce de Leon Ave., N. E., Atlanta, 
8, Georgia, on or before March 1, 1956. 





Charlotte, N. C. — A gift for the construc- 
tion and installation of a pipe organ in Belk 
Chapel, Queens College, has been made by the 
Belk associates, Dr. Edwin R. Walker, president 
of the college, announced at the meeting of the 
Board of Trustees held in Burwell Hall De- 
cember 15. 


A contract has been signed with the M.P. 
Moller Company for the construction of the 
organ. The date of installation is set for Sep- 
tember, 1956. The organ will have _ three 
manuals with five major divisions: Choir Or- 
gan, Swell Organ, Great Organ, Positiv Organ, 
and Pedal Organ, Dr. Walker explained. The 
Positiv division can be played from either the 
Choir or the Great manual. Altogether the or- 
gan will include 2,500 pipes with 47 sets and 
chimes. It is designed as an instrument of great 
versatility. 


Revision of the Book of Church Order 


The General Assembly, in its sessions at Rich- 
mond this year, appointed an ad interim com- 
mittee to make a thorough-going revision of 
the Book of Church Order. This revision is 
to include clarification of present provisions 
and a system of cross- references. Anything that 
will contribute to the production of a Book 
of Church Order that is entirely free of am- 
biguous statements and that will be perfectly 
clear in its meaning, is being sought. 


As chairman, and by direction of that com- 
mittee, I am asking that all people who have 
suggestions, mail them to me. 


The committee is scheduled to meet next on 
January 9; however, final report to the General 
Assembly will not be made until 1957. The 
committee desires to receive suggestions as soon 
as possible in order to have ample time to 
study these proposed changes. 


Vernon S. Broyles, Jr., Chairman 
Ad Interim Committee on Revision 
of Book of Church Order 

607 Peachtree, N.E. 

Atlanta, Georgia 
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Getting Ready for the 1956 Emphasis 
on the Christian Family 


The General Assembly has designated 1954 
as a year of special emphasis on the Christian 
Family and the Board of Christian Education 
has been given the responsibility for planning 
such an emphasis, all Boards of Agencies of 
the Assembly cooperating. 

To help churches make this emphasis on 
Christian Family Life, two pieces of material 
are available. The first, “Forward with Christ 
in Christian Family Life in the Church” 
is planned to give churches guidance in devel- 
oping a total emphasis on Christian Family 
Life and includes month-by-month planning 
suggestions. The second, “Forward with Christ 
in Christian Family Life in the Home” is 
planned for distribution to every family of the 
church and offers suggestions of things which 
families may do at home and at church to 
grow together as Christian families. These ma- 
terials are available at the Presbyterian Book 
Stores. 


Women’s Work 


FACING THE NEW YEAR 


We pledge ourselves 

To follow through the coming year 

The light which God gives us: 

The light of Truth, wherever it may lead; 

The light of Freedom, revealing new oppor- 
tunities for individual development and social 
service; 

The light of Faith, opening new visions of the 
better world to be; 

The light of Love, daily binding brother to 
brother and man to God in ever closer bonds 
of friendship and affection. 

Guided by this light, 

We shall go ferward to the work of another 
year with steadfastness and confidence. 





—Author Unknown 





THE BIBLICAL CONCEPT 
OF THE FAMILY 


In an attempt to introduce a study of Chris- 
tian family living, it seems appropriate to con- 
sider first the importance given to family and 
home in Scripture. It seems clear from a care- 
ful reading of God’s Word that the family unit 
is the invention of the Creator. “God setteth the 
solitary in families,” writes the Psalmist (Ps. 
68:6) ; and, the account of creation records, “the 
Lord God said, It is not good that the man 
should be alone, I will make him a help meet 
for him” (Gen. 2:18). Thus, the family came 
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into being, a unit provided by God to manifest 
His own glory and through which His purposes 
might be carried out on earth. 


(he nature of the family is oneness. The 
function of the family is propagation. Here again 
there are spiritual as well as physical implica- 
tions. The Bible makes clear this function first 
of all by precept. As Moses constrained the 
people to remember the covenants, he also com- 
manded “teach them to thy sons, and thy son’s 
sons . . . that they may teach their children” 
(Deut. 4:9). And the Bible illustrates abund- 
antly, by example, the propagation of the fam- 
ily in its spiritual sense as a passage of faith 
from one generation to another. ‘There is 
Samuel, dedicated from birth, and Solomon, 
who followed in the footsteps of his father, “‘a 
man alter God’s own heart.” One recalls Daniel, 
who in an alien land remembered the way he 
should go and departed not from it, and Tim- 
othy, whose faith reflected the faith of loved 
ones in two generations before him. 

Clearly the Bible teaches that the family is 
a unit intended by God, a oneness or cohesive 
whole in love which is at once a reminder, a 
foretaste, and a reflection of the eternal love. 
And the family has a purpose, divinely ordained, 
to propagate its own sacred nature and the 
knowledge of its own ultimate significance. The 
holy nature of the family in its highest sense 
may remain a “mystery” in this life, but there 


is no mistaking the practical Biblical concept 


of the family and its function. Truly, “The 

secret things belong unto the Lord our God: 

but those things which are revealed belong unto 

us and to our children forever (Deut. 
29:29) 

(Mrs. S. H. Elena M. Reisner, 

Falfurrias, Texas. 





LET’S CHECK 

What is our Status Quo? We are grateful to 
our leaders for the variety of things planned 
lor us in 1955, things that would help in our 
“Personal Christian Faith.” Through these our 
faith has been strengthened, our love has been 
directed, our hope has been stimulated, our 
loyalties have been challenged, and our service 
claimed. The big “Therefore” of Romans 12:1 
has made me desire to give of my best to the 
Master, which is “my reasonable service.” | 
can say that my heart’s desire and prayer is 
that I shall never be ashamed of the Gospel 
of Christ. I again yield myself to God that 
through His Gospel I may the more attain 
“righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy 
Ghost, being acceptable to God and approved 
of men,” as I try to go “Forward with Christ.” 


In 1956 we turn to Family Situations. Will 
our Personal Christian Faith stick be dissi- 
pated? Will we recognize a Saviour and Lord 
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or just a Saviour? God grant that we shall 
conserve the fruits of our 1955 study, putting 
our faith, our hope, our love to work for Christ 
in our individual homes and among our own 
neighbors. 


God grant that the LOVE, studied in 1955, 
Shall in 1956 be very much alive 
As we take our place in the homes we love, 
And faithfully serve the great God above. 
He can make our homes His keen delight, 
If we give Him a chance by day and by night, 
To counsel, to guide, to encourage, to bless. 
“He is all that we need,” our lips confess; 
But our life in our homes is the acid test 
As to how much we give Him of our best. 
Let’s put into practice the things that we say, 
And show that we love Him day after day. 
—Katie Lee Monk 


WOMEN OF THE CHURCH, 
1956 PLANS 


The 1956 program of the Women of the 
Church is based on the emphasis in the second 
year of the Forward With Christ movement, 
“Christian Family Life.” This program has 
been worked out co-operatively through the 
Inter-Board Adult Council and specifically with 
the Department of Men’s Work and the De- 
partment of Christian Family Life of the Board 
of Christian Education. The Board of Women’s 
Work and the Women’s Advisory Council rec- 
ommend to local groups that every individual 
woman participate fully in the Forward With 
Christ movement and its emphasis upon Chris- 
tian Family Life. To this end, the following 
suggestions and plans have been made: 


FOR EACH WOMAN 

Plans for individual study are provided in 
the PRESBYTERIAN WOMAN’S WORK- 
BOOK. A series of meditations on “Women 
Who Met Jesus” appear in Presbyterian Women 
and another series on “People Whom God Has 
Used” appear in the Presbyterian Survey. <A 
leaflet, “I Am A Hememaker, Too,” is being 
distributed, also “Prayer Challenges” a new 
leaflet setting forth calls to prayer from the 
executive secretaries of our church. The 
Women’s Advisory Council voted to challenge 
women to read the New Testament again in 
1956, looking for the emphasis upon “Joy.” To 
guide in this the leaflet, “Reading the New 
‘Testament in a Year” is available from Board 
of Women’s Work. 


FOR WOMEN IN GROUPS 

The special Bible study to be used in neigh- 
borhood groups presents “Messages for Home- 
makers” from Deuteronomy. This has been pre- 
pared by Dr. James Sprunt. “Bible Homes and 
Family Life Today” by Carolyn and William 
Ward is the circle Bible study. A kit of twelve 
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programs called “Forward in Family Life” are 
provided for monthly meetings; three of the 
series are planned as joint programs with Men 
of the Church. Material for the joint programs 
for May, August, and November are provided 
to Men of the Church and Women of the 
Church groups and it is expected that a com- 
mittee in the local church representing these 
two groups will work together in planning and 
carrying through the programs. The planned 
activities for the year are related to the “For- 
ward With Christ” movement, especially the 
circle service projects which relate directly to 
reaching families for the church. The recom- 
mendations of the Women’s Advisory Council 
based upon the actions of the General Assembly 
relate also to this emphasis. 


FOR WOMEN IN FAMILIES 

In addition to the above mentioned plans 
and materials for the Women of the Church 
as individuals and as members of groups, there 
is a family Rema gg in which women are 
challenged to share. Family attendance at Sun- 
day school will be given continuous promotion 
through the year. “Church Family Nights’ will 
have the support of women and the only ma- 
terial provided for the programs will be in 
Presbyterian Action. Family to Family Visita- 
tion is being sponsored and special study groups 
through schools of Christian Living will be pro- 
moted, 1s well as adult forums where specific 
problems in Christian family life can be con- 
sidered. Women will be called to read the 
special book for 1956 on Family Life, “An Ad- 
venture in Love” by Dr. W. T. Thompson. 


SPECIAL PROJECTS OF WOMEN 

Year after year there is continued emphasis 
upon the following: A ministry to unorganized 
groups of women, the Fellowship of Prayer 
among shut-ins of the church, co-operation with 
all groups in the church, children, youth and 
adult, the work of women in the churches of 
Snedecor Region, participation in the Birthday 
Gift, White Cross Work, Leader Development 
through executive board monthly study, through 
planning conferences for leaders, through area 
field workers, and through other field workers 
in Snedecor Region. 


Looking ahead, there is eager anticipation 
for the development of this year’s emphasis on 
Christian Family Life through a united approach 
with the Men of the Church. 


Some Families Are Doing These Things: 


Studying their church school lessons together. 


Taking an interest in and co-oper: ating with 
the church school teachers’ suggestions. 


Getting acquainted with the church school 


teachers, even inviting them to a meal. 
Having family worship which all share. 
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Attending church worship as a family. 
Reading the Bible and learning more about it. 


Developing a Christian climate in the home 
which is helpful for Christian growth. 


WON'T YOUR FAMILY JOIN THEM? 


— BOOKS — 


THE INTERNATIONAL LEssON ANNUAL - 1956. 
Charles M. Laymon. Abingdon Press. $2.95. 


The International Lesson Annual is the work 
of several religious authorities all known in the 
field of religious teaching, writing and editing. 
It is a completely new work. It presents several 
new features. For each lesson the commentary 
offers specific helps: the complete text in both 
King James and Revised Standard versions, 
printed in parallel columns for easy comparison; 
explanations to bring out special meanings in 
the passages; an analysis of what the Bible text 
means in terms of life today. Suggestions are 
offered in regard to audio-visual resources and 
maps and line drawings. The teacher will find 
certain pertinent questions to ask and also topics 
for group discussion and action. Daily Bible 
readings are suggested for each day in the week. 


The theological complexion of this volume is 
largely liberal. The theological presuppositions 
are about the same as found in the Interpreter’s 
Bible. Bible teachers who are mature in their 
thinking could find some helpful suggestions in 
this volume, but it would be unwise to place 
it in the hands of those who believe everything 
they find in a book written by fallible men. 





PERSONALITIES AROUND PAuL. Holmes Rolston. 


John Knox Press. $2.50. 


The personalities pictured in this volume are 
not composed altogether of the major characters 
of the Bible. Dr. Rolston brings to our atten- 
tion men and women little known by many 
in the Church, but who should be known for 
a better understanding of the New Testament 
and the Christian life. Each of the thirty-six 
personalities presented constitute biographical 
preaching. Each chapter is brief but highly sug- 
gestive. Dr. Rolston writes, “There is a sense 
in which those of us who are in the midst of 
our earthly pilgrimage can enter now into the 
fellowship of these first Christians. We can 
accept their faith. We can move out as they 
did in the great adventure of living with and 
for Christ in our own generation. If we 
ae Him to be the Lord, we become 

1 part of His Church. We take our place in 
th: it redemptive fellowship, that body of Christ, 
which is the ultimate goal of the whole process 
of creation and redemption.” 
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